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About the Composition

New Frontiers is a high-energy piece that is reminiscent of our country’s westward
explorers. The piece begins with marcato chords and immediately drops in infensity,
only to build gradually to the main theme. Once the main theme is stated, musicians
and listener are taken forward with a western-influenced melody driven by the
buoyant bass line and steady percussion. A somewhat reflective departure from
the theme is followed by a transition to a slower ballad section. This section features
singable melodies and captivating counter melodies in the horn section as well as
color tones and lush diatonic chords in the woodwinds. After coming to a grinding
halt, a pensive oboe solo transitions into an exciting build leading to the reiteration
of the -main theme and the return of the melody, this time with more sparkling
orchestration and counter melodies. This drives through a modulation and harmonic
breakdown and maintains its driving momentum reaching its pinnacle in the last
measures of the piece.

This piece is very accessible for a group of mixed experience. Although there are
some tough parts, the lines that drive the piece are the rhythmic figures that are
repeated over and over again (see m. 15). While this lick is catchy, it also provides a
strong pulse and occursin many different places.

About the Composer

Aaron Blakely (b. 1995) discovered his love for music at an early age. Inspired by alll
genres, he began formal study with accordion later adding percussion, keyboards,
and horn o his cache of performance <instruments. He continues to pursue
instrumental performance and has studied horn with-members of the Pittsburgh
Symphony Orchestra and currently with Richard Todd, notable performer, educator
and recording artist.

Aaron studied composition with Larry Clark independently in high school and is
currently pursuing his BM in composition at the Frost School of Music at the University
of Miami in Miami, Florida. His focus is on writing for commercial media of all
disciplines while mastering the craft of production and recording technology. A
background in both percussion and winds combined with an inferest in new music
has led to Aaron’s exploration of non-traditional instrumentation and a fresh musical
perspective. His influences range from Glass to Debussy to Copland, the result being
sometimes unexpected and assuredly diverse.

Aaron has written and arranged for a variety of performing groups in his hometown,
Lancaster, Pennsylvania and the surrounding area. His original compositions
encompass work for full orchestra, concert band, jazz band and small ensemble.
Working with a local production studio, Aaron has written music for commercials,
promotional videos for the food and healthcare industries as well as indie video
games. Aaron collaborates with a studio group in New York City working to produce
songwriters and artists as well as creating and producing music for advertisements
and infernet videos.

Aaron aspires to work in all areas of the music community and is particularly honored
to be considered a member of the Carl Fischer family. He is a member of ASCAP and
resides in Miami, Florida.
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